August 2016
To 8TH Grade Science Students and their Parents / Guardians:

Welcome to 8th GRADE SCIENCE!  The 8th Grade Science curriculum is designed to stimulate and challenge students who want to think constructively, critically and creatively about their world.  The goal of the course is to enable students to comprehend integrated science concepts, relationships, processes, mechanisms and models, and applications of science and technology to the real world.  Topics studied include The Nature of Science, Biological Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Earth & Space Sciences.  Learning activities will include lecture, group discussion and collaboration, laboratory investigations and several independent projects during the course of both semesters.  
Aside from proficiency in basic science, what is needed to succeed in 8th grade science is an open mind, a commitment to spend out of class time studying the course material, a desire to think about what you see, hear and read, and the ability to ask questions about what you are learning.   My expectation is for my students to gain an appreciation of the scientific nature of our world by making real-world connections to what we study in class. 

Please read the following Course Requirements and Expectations.  Since receiving credit at Sayre Junior-Senior High School depends upon meeting federal, state and district academic standards, it is important to know what is expected of you in this class.

I am happy to answer questions you may have about these expectations, the course curriculum or your student’s progress.  Students can find my in room (161), and parents can reach me by phone (888-6622).  You can e-mail me directly from the district web site (www.sayresd.org) by clicking High School, Staff Directory, then find my name listed under results for “K”.  I welcome e-mail and calls from parents with questions or concerns of any type as I feel strongly that good parent-teacher communication plays an essential role in student success.  

After reading these Course Requirements and Expectations, please sign and return the last page of this document.  Parents should keep this front page with my contact information, and students are asked to keep the course expectations in their binder for future reference.  

Thank you, 
Sarah Kemp
skemp@sayresd.org
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8th GRADE SCIENCE
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS

2016-2017
Mrs. Sarah Kemp
BE RESPONSIBLE!

( I am responsible for:
· Providing you with a syllabus, being on time and well prepared for class.

· Teaching you science so you may confidently score Proficient on the PSSA 8th Grade Science exam.

· Providing you with ample learning opportunities that fit your learning styles.

· Patiently answering your questions about the material until you understand it.

· Keeping promises made to the class (timeframes, deadlines, review dates).

· Providing timely and adequate feedback about your performance in class.

· Defining and enforcing class discipline.

( You are responsible for:
· Applying yourself to the task of learning biology which will require a commitment of your time and some memorization to achieve the grade you want.

· Asking questions about the material until you understand it.

· Completing assignments on time so that you can actively participate in the next lesson.

· Understanding that your grade will reflect how much effort you put into acquiring knowledge, working in the laboratory, formulating questions and preparing for quizzes and tests.

· Arranging with me to get materials distributed during any legally missed classes.

· Demonstrating the following characteristics of a Redskin learner at Sayre Junior-Senior High School.

· Hardworking and conscientious

· Highly motivated

· Self-starter

· Intellectually curious

· Strong work ethic

· Enjoys challenges

· Enthusiastic about learning

· Organized and manages time well

BE READY!

( REQUIRED MATERIALS 
1.  A 3-ring binder (2” preferred)
2.  5 different tabs for written assignments and class handouts, with loose leaf paper for notes, brought to class everyday!   
3.  A pen or pencil brought to class everyday!
4.  A highlighter.

BE RESPONSIBLE!
( HOMEWORK
Expect to have homework daily, whether it is reviewing notes from that day’s class, studying for a test, a quiz, writing a laboratory report, or a written assignment.  Homework is assigned to either prepare you for new information or to reinforce class work.  It represents your chance to demonstrate what you already know as well as to practice the information and skills you will be tested on.  Homework must be neatly written on loose-leaf paper in complete sentences.  Late homework will be accepted up to three days before the end of the actual marking period.  

( LAB WORK

To become proficient with the science content students will need to participate in a variety of laboratories. The expectation in lab is safety and learning focused. Any other behavior will not be tolerated. If a lab report is required for the lab it will be announced and one week will be given to complete the report. 
( EVALUATION

All unit tests will be announced in advance, giving you enough time for preparation.  I may announce some quizzes, but most will be unannounced, as needed, to monitor your progress.  Assessment questions may be multiple choice, graphing, short answer and constructed response.  Your preparation for tests and quizzes should obviously include study of class and laboratory notes, but additionally you might try constructing compare/contrast tables, diagrams, flowcharts and other graphic organizers to help you learn the material.  Expect to be tested on laboratory material and techniques as well as class work, group work and textbook reading.  

( GRADING POLICY 

Homework, laboratory reports, tests, quizzes and written in-class assignments or activities and out of class projects are all eligible for grading.  All grades will be posted on our school website through a program called “Skyward”, which can be accessed by parents, and students. Grades will be based on points earned by the student divided by the total points possible to be earned.  The maximum number of points for each quarter may vary, depending on the content and the strategies used to teach that content.

Please understand that if your grade is not what you want it to be, the further into the course we go, the harder it will be for you to raise your grade.   When you ask me for “make-up work”, or extra credit, I will tell you that there is none to do.  This means you must focus on the core work that is assigned, when it is assigned.  At the end of the quarter, it will be too late to go back and recover the work you did not do.  
40% tests

20% quizzes

20% labs

20% homework/classwork
( ATTENDANCE

Follow the district attendance policy outlined in your student handbook.  Please speak to me on the day of your return to arrange a time to discuss what you missed and schedule any necessary make-ups.  If you ask me at the start of class “what you missed” or to simply give you “the work”, you will be asked to come back on your own time rather than use your classmates’ time.   

Try to keep your absences to a minimum.  Most of your learning will take place in the classroom, and if you are not there, you will lose out.  Students illegally absent will receive zero points for missed work.

BE RESPECTFUL!

( CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

Students will conduct themselves in a manner that shows respect for themselves, their classmates, their teacher and school property.  Your cooperation and attention are required at all times.  Interference with another student’s right to learn will not be tolerated.  Only one person may speak at a time so that he or she can be heard by all.  Come to class on time, ready and prepared to work. Tardiness will be handled according to school policy.  Safety procedures are to be followed at all times.  Actively participate in classroom discussions, activities, laboratories and cooperative groupings.  Bring questions to class the next day when material is fresh in your mind.  

CONFERENCES & EXTRA HELP

If you have any questions or problems that arise during the course of the year, please feel free to schedule time with us to discuss them.  I can schedule to meet during the academic enhancement period (9th period), after school or any other mutually agreed upon time during the school day.  Parents can schedule conferences through the guidance office, or may call me directly at 888-6622.  I am most accessible through e-mail (skemp@sayresd.org), and will read and respond to your e-mail in a timely fashion.  

USA TEST PREP

Your child will be using the valuable online tool USATestprep at school. He/She is also able to use this product outside of school from any computer with web access. USATestprep is fun, easy to use, and provides many features that will help your child succeed. Throughout the year, he/she will be able to access a variety of tests, practice activities, and much more designed to keep your child actively learning and preparing for the PSSA 8th Grade Science exam.
To help your child with this resource:
1. Go to www.usatestprep.com 

2. Select "Member Login" at the top right corner 

3. If your child has never logged in before, create a student profile 
Account ID: sayre22
Activation Code: stu2449 

4. If your child has logged in before, ask him/her for their login information 
Account ID: sayre22 

5. Login to the site using your student username and password 

6. Once logged in, click on the "Getting Started" button on your home page 

If you have questions about using the site, please view the many instructional videos available from the Need Help? link in the top right corner.
  “That which you persist in doing becomes easy to do; not that the nature of the thing has changed, but your power and ability to do it has increased.”     

H. J. Grant  

Please read these course requirements and expectations with your parent(s) or guardian(s).  Sign and return this page to me, and keep these expectations in your science binder for future reference.
SUMMARY OF KEY EXPECTATIONS:
· I understand that I will be expected to behave appropriately in class and in lab and follow all lab safety expectations in order to promote an academic focused learning environment for all students.

· I understand that I am expected to work hard and score proficient or advanced on my PSSA 8th Grade Science Exam in April 2017.
· I understand that it is essential to be prepared for class and on time every day. If I am unable to be in class I must arrange a time to make up the missed work.

· I know that my teacher is there to help me with the material I do not understand, but it is my job to arrange a time with her to receive the help. I will communicate any issues with assignments before the due date.

· I understand that my teacher wants me to be successful, but it is my job to work hard and my efforts will be reflected in my grade.
PRINTED STUDENT NAME___________________________________________________

I have read and fully understand the Course Requirements and Expectations for 8th GRADE SCIENCE.
STUDENT SIGNATURE______________________________________________________
PARENT SIGNATURE_______________________________________________________
PARENT PHONE #__________________________________________________________
PARENT E-MAIL____________________________________________________________
TO PARENTS:  Providing me with your e-mail address allows me to communicate with you in a very timely way.  I do use the telephone, but I often encounter voice mail which I do not always think is the best way to inform you of your student’s progress or other issues in the classroom.  

PLEASE REMOVE THIS PAGE AND RETURN TO ME. THANK YOU!
